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the Spanish War of Succession at the beginning of last
century, where the invasion of foreign armies always
produced phenomena like putting a stick into an ant-
heap.

I at no time regarded a war with France as a simple
matter, considered quite apart from the possible allies
that France might find in Austria's thirst for revenge, or
in Russia's desire for a balance of power. My strenuous
efforts to postpone the outbreak of war until the effect of
our military legislation and our military training could
be thoroughly developed in all portions of the country
which had been newly joined to Prussia, were therefore
quite reasonable; and this aim of mine was not even ap-
proximately reached in the Luxembourg question in 1867.
Each year's postponement of the war would add 100,000
trained soldiers to our army. In the attitude I took up
towards the King on the question of the bill of indem-
nity, and in dealing with the question of the constitution
in the Prussian Diet, I felt the urgent necessity of letting
other countries see no trace of actual or prospective ob-
stacles consequent! on our internal condition; I wished to
offer them the spectacle of a united national sentiment;
and the more so inasmuch as it was impossible to judge
what allies France would have on her side in a war against
us. The negotiations and rapprochements between France
and Austria soon after 1866, at Salzburg and elsewhere,
under the direction of Herr von Beust, might prove suc-
cessful ; and the very appointment of that Saxon minister
in a bad temper to the control of Viennese policy already
pointed to the probability that it would take the direction
of revenge.

Italy's attitude was not to be reckoned upon as soon
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